Preface

Purpose

Read this guide for information about system interfaces pr ovided by SunOS libraries. Rather than teaching you to write pr ograms, this guide supplements programming texts by concentrating on other elements that ar e part of getting programs into operation.

Audience and Prerequisite Knowledge

This guide addr esses pr ogrammers. Expert pr ogrammers, such as those developing system softwar e, might �nd that this guide lacks the depth of information they need. Expert pr ogrammers should see the Solaris 2.5 Reference Manual AnswerBook.

Knowledge of terminal use, of a UNIX system editor , and of the UNIX system directory and �le str uctur e is assumed. Read the Solaris User�s Guide to review these basic tools and concepts.

The C Connection

The SunOS system supports many pr ogramming languages. Nevertheless, the relationship between this operating system and C has always been and remains very close.

xvi System Interfaces Guide� November 1995

Most of the code in the operating system is written in the C language. So, while this guide is intended to be useful to you no matter what language you ar e using, most of the examples assume you ar e programming in C.

Hardware And Software Dependency

Except for har dwar e-speci�c information such as addr esses, most of the text in this book applies to any computer r unning the Solaris 2.x operating system.

If commands work dif ferently in your system envir onment, your system might be running a dif ferent softwar e release. If some commands do not seem to exist, they might be in packages that ar e not installed on your system�talk to your system administrators to �nd out what commands you have available.

Typeface Conventions

The following conventions ar e used in this guide:

¥ Prompts and err or messages fr om the system ar e printed in listing type

like this.

¥ Information you type as a command or in r esponse to pr ompts is shown in

boldface listing type like this. Type everything shown in

boldface exactly as it appears in the text.

¥ Parts of a command shown in italic text like this refer to a variable that you

have to substitute fr om a selection. It is up to you to make the corr ect substitution.

¥ Output to the scr een by the system or an application ar e in currier, inputs

from the keyboar d ar e in currier bold:

$pwd
/home/traveler/scotty

¥ You ar e expected to pr ess the RETURN key after entering a command or

menu choice, so the RETURN key is not explicitly shown in these cases. If, however , you ar e expected to pr ess RETURN without typing any text, the notation is shown.

¥ Contr ol characters ar e shown by the string �CTRL-� followed by the

appr opriate character , such as D (this is known as CTRL-D). T o enter a contr ol character , hold down the key marked CTRL (or CONTROL) and press the D key .

Preface xvii

¥ The default pr ompt signs for an or dinary user and root are the dollar sign

or per cent sign ($ or %) and the number sign (#). When the # pr ompt is used in an example, the command illustrated can be executed only by root.

Command References

When a command is mentioned in a section of the text for the �rst time, a reference to the manual section wher e the command is formally described is included in par entheses: command(section). Number ed sections ar e in the Solaris 2.5 Reference Manual AnswerBook.

For example, �See priocntl(2)� tells you to look at the priocntl page in section 2 of the Solaris 2.5 Reference Manual AnswerBook.

Information in the Examples

While every ef fort has been made to pr esent displays of information just as they appear on your terminal, it is possible that your system might pr oduce slightly dif ferent output. Some displays depend on a particular machine con�guration that might dif fer from yours.

xviii System Interfaces Guide� November 1995